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A Season of Epiphany: Let God’s Light Shine!

The season of Epiphany officially begins on Frid#snuary 6, and lasts for six weeks, ending jusitie for
Ash Wednesday and Lent. On a practical basis, Bpiplfollows Christmas, and celebrates the mantiestar
appearing of God’s light in Jesus Christ. Histdiyc&Epiphany calls to mind the journey of the Magi they followed
the star to pay homage to the Christ child (Matt2eiv12). Today we are invited to explore the idgrdf the Christ
child and what he means to our lives.

Epiphany comes at a time when we’re ready for slighé We are emerging from a season of long niginis
short days. We get up in the dark and come hortieeinlark. Much of what we do at this time of yeashrouded in
darkness. The ancients feared this time of yedieueg that the sun may disappear and never rettisreasy to
understand why. For many people today, that primabfdar remains and is internalized. The powedarkness can
pervade our spiritual landscape as well. That drgain, “O Little Town of Bethlehem” speaks to thndition when it
proclaims,

“Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light,
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.”

How will the promise of light and new beginningaybut in your life in this New Year of our Lordh®way
might be to look for new perspectives and diffeme@ids God might be leading you to travel. Matttegdspel tells us
that after following the star and bringing giftsthe Christ child, the wise men were warned ineadr about Herod, and
returned to their home country by “another road:eiz Mary and Joseph did not have time to settlendasva family, as
they hastily took flight to Egypt for the safetyrobther and child.

I’'m inspired in this regard by the poet Anne Weend her poenit is Not Over

“It is not over, this birthing.
There are always newer skies
Into which God can throw stars.

When we begin to think
That we can predict the Advent of God,
That we can box the Christ
Into a stable in Bethlehem,
That'’s just the time
That God will be born
In a place we can’'t imagine and won't believe.

Those who wait for God
Watch with their hearts and not their eyes,
Listening, always listening for angel words.”

May this New Year find you ready to follow the star and heed His call, and may you experience
traveling mercies on your journey throughout the year.



Debt Reduction
Campaign 2011

Our Lord has promised to bless our good
works ten times.

Total as of Nov. 27. 2011 $10,199.00
Received in December + 978.00
Total as of 12/25/11 $11,177.00

There is a yellow folder in the mail

room with larger print copies of the

current and past sermons. Please fee
free to take one.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
GALATIANS 6: 7 & 9 — “Do not be deceived:
God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he
sows. Let us not become weary in doing good, fol
at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do
not give up.”

Treasurer’s report for NOVEMBER, 2011

Receipts:
Disbursements:

$14,489
$13,647

We are running out of time to pay your 2011 Pef
Capita ($35 @ member). We all have receiveq
good and perfect gifts from our Heavenly Father
on a daily basic. Our obligation is to return a
portion back in order to serve His people ag
commanded in Scripture. Monthly treasurer’s
report can be found in the mailroom.

Tickeis are:
$12 Adult, $6 Children (12 — 4)
Children 3 and under free

Sit down or Take out.
Dinner includes bread, salad and dessert.

Please make all checks out to:
First Presbyterian Church of So. Amboy

Tickets can be purchased from any deacon or the

church secretary.
For more info call 732-721-4516.
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Apple juice
Bar soap
Cereal
Conditioner
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OUR PANTRY NEEDS:

Our Food Pantry Needs the Following Supplies

Dish Soap

Facial tissues
Laundry detergent
Mac & cheese

Mashed Potatoes
Paper towels
Shampoo

Tea

Food Pantry November 2011
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Toilet paper
Tuna
Toothpaste
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USHER SCHEDULE
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15"  George S, Joni T, Arvid H.
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29" Gail H, Sue S, Joe B. T

0
FEB 5"  BurtK, Beth M, Arvid H (/7 %o+ ' "- 1154

12" Phil V, George S, Madhu S. "H#S 81 129 #1
A44. 2 '+ "t JI5*

READER SCHEDULE
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JAN T  Sues. %
g"  OliviaJ
15" Phil vV
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FEB 5" JoeB
12" Leroy K

NURSERY SCHEDULE

JAN 1 Barbara S.
gh Martha M

15" Shirley W
22" Paul C.
29" Joan D.

FEB 5" ElainelL
12" Christine V

COMMUNION SERVING SCHEDULE
JAN g Olivia J, Joan D, Elaine L, George S.

FEB 5"  Ken G, Beth M, Carolyn N, Phil V.

COMMUNION SET-UP SCHEDULE
JAN 8"  Shirley W. Ken G.

Prayers for Peace & Comfort
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